


I Want to Buy a Computer Game

I Want to Buy a Computer Game
by Susan LaBella

Luis was excited. The new computer game he wanted was finally in stores. 

"The game is here!" he told his mom. "Can we go buy it? "

"How much does it cost?" Luis's mother asked.

"Thirty-five dollars," he replied.

"That is a lot of money, Luis. Do you have enough to buy it yourself? "

He shook his head.

"You know, Luis, we have to spend our money carefully. We have to pay for 

our house and food. We need to buy clothing and books and gas for our car. 

Our money goes to things we need. "
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I Want to Buy a Computer Game

"But I really want this game!" answered Luis. "What can I do? "

"You get eight dollars a week for doing chores," his mom said. "Try to save it. 

Before long, you will have enough to pay for the game. "

"I do not think so," said Luis. "By then, all the games will be sold. "

"Try it," replied his mother.

Weeks later, Luis came home very happy. "Guess what, Mama? I did what 

you said. I saved my chore money. Then I saw the game was on sale. Today 

I bought it for twenty-eight dollars. "

"And," his mother added, "you did it with your own money! "
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I Want to Buy a Computer Game - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. Why was Luis excited at the start of the story?

A. He managed to save up thirty-five dollars.

B. The new computer game he wanted was in stores.

C. His mother bought him a computer game as a gift.

2. What is the main problem Luis faces in the story?

A. He wants a new computer game, but the store has run out of that game.

B. He wants a new computer game, but he doesn't have enough money to buy it.

C. He wants a new computer game, but his mother hates all computer games.

3. Read this statement that Luis's mom said to Luis.

"'You know, Luis, we have to spend our money carefully. We have to pay for our house 

and food. We need to buy clothing and books and gas for our car. Our money goes to 

things we need.'"

What conclusion can you draw from this evidence?

A. A house and food are things that Luis's family needs.

B. Luis's mom doesn't want to buy clothing, books, and gas for the car.

C. Having clothing, books, and gas is more important than having a house and food.

4. How does Luis's mom most likely feel about the computer game?

A. She feels excited because she wants to play the game, too.

B. She feels angry that Luis wants to spend his money on a game.

C. She feels like the game is not something that Luis really needs.

5. What is the main idea of this story? 

A. The computer game that Luis wants costs thirty-five dollars.

B. Luis wants a new computer game, so he saves up money to buy it.

C. Luis's mom has to spend money on things like food, clothing, and the house.
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I Want to Buy a Computer Game - Comprehension Questions

6. Read these sentences from the text.

"Luis was excited. The new computer game he wanted was finally in stores. 'The game 

is here!' he told his mom. 'Can we go buy it?'"

Why might the author have used an exclamation point when Luis tells his mother that the 

game is here?

A. to show that Luis is very excited

B. to show that Luis's mom is very excited

C. to show that the game is really fun to play

7. Read these sentences from the text.

"'You get eight dollars a week for doing chores,' his mom said. 'Try to save it. Before 

long, you will have enough to pay for the game.'"

What does the word "it" in the second sentence refer to?

A. the chores

B. the eight dollars

C. the week

8. Why doesn't Luis's mother buy the computer game when Luis first asks her for it?
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9. Read these sentences from the text.

"Weeks later, Luis came home very happy. 'Guess what, Mama? I did what you said. I 

saved my chore money. Then I saw the game was on sale. Today I bought it for twenty-

eight dollars.'

 "'And,' his mother added, 'you did it with your own money!'"

How does Luis's mother probably feel about Luis saving up his money to buy the 

computer game?

10. This story suggests that it is a good idea to save up your extra money to buy things 

that you want. Why might this be a good idea? Use evidence from the story to support 

your answer.
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Coming to the U.S.A.
by Susan LaBella

For many years, people have left their home countries to move to the United 

States. A person who comes to live in one country after leaving another is 

called an immigrant.

Many immigrants came to the U.S. to find more work and a better life. Some 

left their home countries to escape wars. Others hoped the United States 

would give them more freedom.

People have immigrated to the United States from nearly every country in the 

world. Do you know any relatives who moved to America from someplace 

else?

Some people came to the U.S. from the continent of Europe. Many people 

came to America from countries such as Ireland, Norway, Germany, Italy, and 

Poland. Were any of those people your relatives?
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Some people came to the U.S. from the continent of Asia. They left countries 

such as India, China, Korea, and the Philippines. Was one of your family 

members among them?

People have also come to the U.S. from South America, Central America, and 

Africa. Today, people are still immigrating to the U.S. They come from all over 

the world. Ask your relatives about the history of your family. They may tell 

you wonderful stories!
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Coming to the U.S.A. - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is a person who comes to live in one country after leaving another called?

A. a continent

B. an immigrant

C. a relative

2. What does this article explain?

A. how immigrants found work after moving to the United States

B. why people were fighting wars in countries outside the United States

C. why immigrants came to the United States

3. Read this paragraph from the article.

"Many immigrants came to the U.S. to find more work and a better life. Some left their 

home countries to escape wars. Others hoped the United States would give them more 

freedom."

What can you conclude from this paragraph about what immigrants thought life in the 

United States would be like?

A. Immigrants thought that life in the United States would be better than life in their home 
countries.

B. Immigrants thought that life in the United States would be the same as life in their home 
countries.

C. Immigrants thought that life in the United States would be worse than life in their home 
countries.
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Coming to the U.S.A. - Comprehension Questions

4. Read this paragraph from the article.

"Some people came to the U.S. from the continent of Europe. Many people came to 

America from countries such as Ireland, Norway, Germany, Italy, and Poland. Were any 

of those people your relatives?"

What can you conclude from this paragraph about Ireland, Norway, Germany, Italy, and 

Poland?

A. They are all countries in South America.

B. They are all countries in Europe.

C. They are all countries in Asia.

5. What sentence best states the main idea of this article? 

A. "People have immigrated to the United States from nearly every country in the world."

B. "A person who comes to live in one country after leaving another is called an immigrant."

C. "Many people came to America from countries such as Ireland, Norway, Germany, Italy, 
and Poland." 

6. Read this paragraph from the article.

"People have immigrated to the United States from nearly every country in the world. Do 

you know any relatives who moved to America from someplace else?"

Why might the author ask, "Do you know any relatives who moved to America from 

someplace else?" 

A. to help readers make a connection with the article 

B. to prove that most people have relatives who moved to America from another country

C. to compare immigrants to the United States with people who were born in the United 
States
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Coming to the U.S.A. - Comprehension Questions

7. Read these sentences from the text.

"Ask your relatives about the history of your family. They may tell you wonderful stories!"

How can these sentences best be combined?

A. If you ask your relatives about the history of your family, they may tell you wonderful 
stories!

B. Until you ask your relatives about the history of your family, they may tell you wonderful 
stories!

C. Ask your relatives about the history of your family, but they may tell you wonderful 
stories!

8. Some people came to the United States from the continent of Europe. What is 

another continent mentioned in the article that people came to the United States from?

9. What does the author tell readers to ask their relatives about? 
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Coming to the U.S.A. - Comprehension Questions

10. Imagine that you ask your relatives about the history of your family. You learn that 

one of them immigrated to the United States from another country. Would that relative be 

likely to have a wonderful story? Use evidence from the article to explain why or why 

not.
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The Volcano That Keeps Erupting

The Volcano That Keeps Erupting
by Susan LaBella

A volcano on the island of Hawaii has been erupting since 1983. The 

volcano's name is Kilauea (kee-lah-WAY-ah). It has released tons of hot, 

melted rock called lava.

Volcanoes are openings on the surface of our planet that can send lava, gas, 

and steam into the air. You may have seen volcanoes that look like 

mountains with openings at the top. Many volcanoes look like that. But others 

appear more flat. An example of a flatter volcano is the shield volcano.
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Most of the world's volcanoes are found in an area that forms a shape like a 

horseshoe around the Pacific Ocean. Scientists call that area the "Ring of 

Fire. "

Kilauea is a shield volcano. Lava from Kilauea has done a lot of damage. In 

1990, lava flowed over a hundred homes, a church, and a store in the village 

of Kalapana. Those places were destroyed. From 1983 to 2011, lava 

destroyed almost all the houses in another community called Royal Gardens. 

There was one house that survived all those years. In 2012, another lava 

flow ruined the only home remaining in that community. Today, Royal Gardens 

is no longer home to anyone.

Scientists say Kilauea's lava threatens more homes and a forest preserve. 

The scientists are using computers to map the lava's path. They hope to 

predict what Kilauea will do in the future.
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The Volcano That Keeps Erupting - Comprehension Questions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is Kilauea?

A. a volcano on the island of Hawaii that has been erupting since 1983

B. a community on the island of Hawaii that has been destroyed by lava

C. an ocean where most of the world's volcanoes and the island of Hawaii are found

2. The destruction of Royal Gardens was an effect. What was the cause? 

A. a forest preserve

B. lava flow

C. the Pacific Ocean

3. "Lava from Kilauea has done a lot of damage."

What evidence in the article supports this statement?

A. In 1990, lava from Kilauea destroyed over a hundred homes.

B. Since 1983, Kilauea has released tons of hot, melted rock in Hawaii. 

C. Kilauea is an opening on the surface of the earth that can send lava, gas, and steam into 
the air.

4. Living near a volcano can be dangerous. What evidence from the text supports this 

conclusion?

A. Volcanoes can send lava, gas, and steam into the air.

B. Lava from Kilauea destroyed over a hundred homes.

C. Most volcanoes are in an area called the "Ring of Fire."

5. What is the main idea of this article?

A. Scientists are using computers to map the path of lava from Kilauea.

B. Kilauea is a volcano in Hawaii that has done a lot of damage since 1983.

C. The "Ring of Fire" is what scientists call an area in the Pacific Ocean where most of the 
world's volcanoes are found. 
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The Volcano That Keeps Erupting - Comprehension Questions

6. Read this paragraph from the article.

"Scientists say Kilauea's lava threatens more homes and a forest preserve. The 

scientists are using computers to map the lava's path. They hope to predict what 

Kilauea will do in the future."

What does it mean that lava "threatens more homes"? 

A. Lava is making loud noises that sound like threats around more homes.

B. Lava is destroying more homes today than it used to.

C. More homes are in danger of being destroyed by lava.

7. Choose the answer that best completes this sentence.

Scientists are mapping the path of lava from Kilauea _______ they want to predict what 

Kilauea will do in the future.

A. so

B. because

C. but

8. How long has Kilauea been erupting?

9. What do scientists say Kilauea's lava threatens?

10. Why might scientists hope to predict what Kilauea will do in the future? Support your 
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answer with evidence from the article.
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