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National Network Partnership Schools Overview
Working Together for Student Success
[bookmark: _GoBack]Established at Johns Hopkins University in 1996, NNPS invites schools, districts, states, and organizations to join together and use research-based approaches to organize and sustain excellent programs of family and community involvement that will increase student success in school. “Parental involvement, family engagement, and community partnerships, NNPS’s tools, guidelines, and action team approach to increase involvement and improve student learning and development,” explains Dr. Joyce L. Epstein, Founder and Director of NNPS.
Parents as Educational Partners
The Parents as Educational Partners approach is based on the premise that “parent involvement is a process, not an event (Davis,1989). “Process” in PEP refers to building parent involvement through ongoing adult education and interactive activities rather than through sporadically scheduled parent meetings or workshops. Research consistently supports the essential role the family plays in children’s healthy development and academic success. The data indicate that students at all grade levels do better academic work and have more positive school attitudes, higher aspirations, and other positive behaviors if their parents are knowledgeable, encouraging, and involved in their children’s education (Epstein, 1994).

NNPS & FCS
	The National Network Partnerships Schools as it relates the Family & Community Specialist position, requires the Specialist to engage parents with curricula based activities that support learning at home.  For example, “Science, Mathematics, and History Nights” are all considered appropriate NNPS meetings with parents. The activity’s ultimate goal is to support learning at home. A teacher, or multiple teachers, whom are knowledgeable about said subjects, are required to be present and active in assisting the parents to support learning at home during the meeting. The meetings are to be held quarterly, require a flyer, sign-in sheets, agendas, and minutes to corroborate the meeting. 
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