Les expressions de temps 323-324
Expressing time

1. You use the expression depuis with the present tense to describe an action that
began at some time in the past and continues into the present.

Vous attendez le bus depuis combien de temps? Je I’attends depuis cinq
minutes.

How long have you been waiting for the bus for? | have been waiting for it for five
minutes.

Depuis quand est-ce qu’elle habite ici? Elle habite ici depuis 1999.
Since when does she live here? She lives here since 1999.

2. You use the expression depuis with the imperfect (imparfait) to describe an action
that began at some time in the past and continues into the past.

Vous attendiez le bus depuis combien de temps? Je I’attendais depuis cinq
minutes.
How long had you been waiting for the bus for? | had been waiting for it for five minutes.

Depuis quand est-ce qu’elle habitait ici? Elle habitait ici depuis 1999.
Since when did she live here? She lived here since 1999.

ATTENTION: Do not mix depuis (continuing action in the present - present tense
or in the past - imparfait) with pendant (the action is over in the past - passé
composé).

Elle a attendu le bus pendant combien de temps?
She waited for the bus for how long?

Il a étudié I'anglais pendant 5 ans.
He studied English for 5 years.

Réponds aux questions:

Tu habites dans la méme ville depuis quand?

Tu habites dans la méme maison ou dans le méme appartement depuis quand?

Depuis combien de temps vas-tu a la méme école?

Depuis combien de temps est-ce que tu fais du francgais?

Depuis combien de temps est-ce que tu as le méme professeur?
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Et maintenant traduis:

| have been studying French for 3 years.

| studied French for 3 years.

| have been watching TV since noon.

| watched TV for 5 hours last night.

| have studied for hours.

| studied for hours.




