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Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
often called FDR, was the 
32nd president of the United 
States. He gave a series of 
recorded speeches on the 
radio during his presidency 
(1933-1945) called “Fireside 
Chats.” Using this new 
media form, he was able to 
communicate with the 
American people during a 
dark and uncertain time in 
the nation’s history.  
 
Click here for some 
additional background on 
FDR and the New Deal 
 
 
We’re going to closely 
analyze one of the Fireside 
chats over the course of this 
week.  
 

Meet the Recording 
Click here to listen to the 
recording (start at 0:41).  
 
Click here to look at a 
transcript of the document 
 
What do you hear when you 
listen to the recording? Circle 
all that apply: 

 

 

 
 
What is the title? Write that 
here:_____________________ 
 
_________________________ 

Observe the Parts of the 
Recording 
Click here to listen to the 
recording (start at 0:41).  
 
Click here to look at a 
transcript of the document 
 
Who do you hear in the 
sound recording? Write 
your answer here: 
I hear 
_____________________ in 
the sound recording. 
 
What was the sound 
recording about? Write 
your answer here: 
The sound recording was 
about ________________ 
 
____________________. 
 
Write one sentence to 
describe the sound 
recording here: 
_____________________ 
 
_____________________ 
 
 

Try to Make Sense of the 
Recording 
Click here to listen to the 
recording (start at 0:41).  
 
Click here to look at a 
transcript of the document 
 
What was happening in 
history at the time this 
recording was made? Write 
your answer here: 
________________________ 
 
________________________ 
 
Who do you think made the 
sound recording? Write your 
answer here: 
I think  
________________________ 
made the sound recording. 
 
Who do you think was 
supposed to hear this sound 
recording?  Write your 
answer here: 
I think  
________________________ 
was supposed to hear the 
sound recording. 
 
 

Use the recording as historical 
evidence  
Click here to listen to the 
recording (start at 0:41).  
 
Click here to look at a 
transcript of the document 
 
Where do you think you could 
find out more information 
about the people or topics in 
this recording?  Write your 
answer here: 
________________________ 
 
________________________ 
 
What did you find out from this 
sound recording that you might 
not learn anywhere else?  
Write your answer here: 
________________________ 
 
________________________ 
 

 

ESOL Choice Board for Grades 9-12 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bMq9Ek6jnA
https://www.c-span.org/video/?298210-1/president-franklin-roosevelts-fireside-chat
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/student/analyzing-fdrs-first-fireside-chat
https://www.c-span.org/video/?298210-1/president-franklin-roosevelts-fireside-chat
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/student/analyzing-fdrs-first-fireside-chat
https://www.c-span.org/video/?298210-1/president-franklin-roosevelts-fireside-chat
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/student/analyzing-fdrs-first-fireside-chat
https://www.c-span.org/video/?298210-1/president-franklin-roosevelts-fireside-chat
https://www.docsteach.org/activities/student/analyzing-fdrs-first-fireside-chat


 

 

 

 
What does the title tell you 
about the recording? Write 
your answer here:  
The title tells me 
_________________________ 
about the sound recording. 
 

How do you think the creator 
of the recording wanted the 
audience to respond?  Write 
your answer here: 
I think the creator wanted 
________________________ 
 
________________________. 
 
 


